
Ecology
•The relationship within our home (life and matter)
• Populations
• Communities
• Ecosystems



1. Everything is connected to everything else
2. Everything must go somewhere
3. Nature knows best
4. There aint no such thing as a free lunch

Ecological laws



Christ’s ecology
1. Redefinition of power: humility, meekness, focus on others. Not the capacity to take life 

but to give it. This turns dominion on its head.

2. Utter rejection of inequality and injustice. Hierarchy doesn’t determine relationship, need 
and ability to give connect all creation (food web not a food chain)

3. Nothing is wasted, nothing is disposable—an end to destructive sacrifice.

4. Glorification of all creation: Zion will come forth from all creation. Attention to small things 
that sustain other things

5. Common purpose for all creation: fulfill its measure and have joy

6. Agency and opposition. The universal separation isn’t between humans and nonhumans, 
it’s about things that act and things that are acted upon.

7. Consent—that we should interact with the Earth through persuasion, forbearance, and 
love unfeigned, without compulsory means. Receive gifts rather than extract resources.

8. Collaboration and disinterest in credit: let the Earth and water bring forth life

9. True power and persistence come from resilience not rigidity: a focus on the specific 
circumstances. Gift of time.

10. Uncompromising and expecting radical change. There is an objective reality that is 
uncompromising and absolute in its consequences. Choices bring greater life or greater 
death. Wickedness never was happiness.



The Law of the 
Honorable Harvest
1. Ask permission of the ones whose lives you seek. Abide by the 

answer.
2. Never take the first. Never take the last.
3. Harvest in a way that minimizes harm.
4. Take only what you need and leave some for others.
5. Use everything that you take.
6. Take only that which is given to you.
7. Share it, as the Earth has shared with you.
8. Be grateful.
9. Reciprocate the gift.
10. Sustain the ones who sustain you, and the Earth will last forever.



When any environmental issue is 
pursued to its origins, it reveals an 
inescapable truth – that the root 

cause of the crisis is not to be found in 
how men interact with nature, but in 
how they interact with each other –

that, to solve the environmental crisis 
we must solve the problems of 

poverty, racial injustice and war.
-Barry Commoner, 1973



Errigo et al. 2020; Human health and economic costs of air pollution…



Watson  et al. 2018, Nature

Agriculture (mainly meat 
and dairy) is the most 

important cause of habitat 
loss and nutrient pollution

Immense global human 
footprint



Land use in 
the US

https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-08-01/visualizing-how-america-
uses-its-land-13-illustrations



1. How can we overcome the inaction and resignation that keep 
us from facing the moral consequences of our environmental 
choices?

2. How does seeing ourselves as part of nature change how we 
emotionally feel about environmental problems?

3. How can we inspire our hearts to swell as wide as eternity in 
compassion for our fellow persons (human and nonhuman)?

4. When we don’t accept the concept of sacrifice zones, how 
does that affect how we view each other? (no disposable 
people)

5. How can we expect to come into relationship with God and 
the Earth when we do not follow Christ’s ecology?



I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on'ry people like you and like I...
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,
And the promise of ages it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing,
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King.



Once in royal David's city Stood a lowly cattle shed
There a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed
Mary was that mother mild Jesus Christ her little child

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all
And His shelter was a stable And His cradle was a stall
With the poor and meek and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy

And our eyes At last shall see Him Through His own redeeming love
For that child, so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heaven above
And He leads His children along To the place where He is gone



Hail the blest morn, see the great mediator Down from the regions of glory descend. 
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger, Lo! for his guard the bright angels 
attend. 
Chorus: Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, Dawn on our darkness and lend 
us thy aid. Star in the east, our horizon adorning, Guide where our infant redeemer was 
laid. 

Cold on his cradle the dew drops are shining, Low lies his bed, with the beasts of the 
stall. 
Angels adore him, in slumber reclining, Wise men and shepherds before him do fall. 
Chorus: Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, Odors of Eden and offerings divine, 
Gems from the mountain and pearls from the ocean, Myrrh from the forest and gold 
from the mine? 

Chorus: Vainly we offer each ample oblation, Vainly with gifts we his favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, Nearer to God are the prayers of the poor.



Deep and distinct environmental doctrines
1. The Earth at the center of the Plan of Salvation
2. Common purpose for all life (human and nonhuman): joy, 

choice, and eventual resurrection
3. Divine purpose and personality of landscapes and locations
4. All actions are spiritual (choices affecting our bodies and 

environment reflect our progression)
5. Many specific commandments (Word of Wisdom, Law of 

Consecration, Earthly Stewardship)
6. Creation testifies of God and teaches us about God’s nature 

and our purpose

“the earth abideth the law of a celestial kingdom, for it filleth the 
measure of its creation, and transgresseth not the law—wherefore, it 
shall be sanctified” Doctrine and Covenants 88:25

When we have questions like:
What should I eat (diet)
How should I move (transportation)
How should I make (manufacturing)
How much should I save and spend (economics)

Look to Creation 



The	earth	is	very	good	in	and	of	itself,	and	has	
abided	a	celestial	law,	consequently	we	should	not	
despise	it,	nor	desire	to	leave	it,	but	rather	desire	
and	strive	to	obey	the	same	law	that	the	earth	

abides.	.	.	.	We	are	for	the	kingdom	of	God,	and	are	
not	going	to	the	moon,	nor	to	any	other	planet	

pertaining	to	this	solar	system.	.	.	.	This	earth	is	the	
home	he	has	prepared	for	us.
-Brigham Young Journal of Discourses, 1860

What is called for is a theology that is simultaneously earth 
and body centered, but that is so within the context of a 

spiritual understanding of the reality of eternal life, a 
theology that Mormonism uniquely offers.
-George Handley, The Environmental Ethics of Mormon Belief



The Lord’s Environmental Laws
I consecrate unto them this land for a little season, until I, the Lord, shall 
provide for them otherwise, and command them to go hence; and the 

hour and the day is not given unto them, wherefore let them act upon this 
land as for years, and this shall turn unto them for their good.

Yea, all things which come of the earth, in the season thereof, are made for 
the benefit and the use of man, both to please the eye and to gladden the 
heart; Yea, for food and for raiment, for taste and for smell, to strengthen 

the body and to enliven the soul. And it pleaseth God that he hath given all 
these things unto man; for unto this end were they made to be used, with 

judgment, not to excess, neither by extortion. And in nothing doth man 
offend God, or against none is his wrath kindled, save those who confess 

not his hand in all things, and obey not his commandments.
- Doctrine and Covenants 59:18-21



Every herb in the season thereof, and every fruit in the season thereof; 
all these to be used with prudence and thanksgiving. Yea, flesh also of 
beasts and of the fowls of the air, I, the Lord, have ordained for the use 
of man with thanksgiving; nevertheless they are to be used sparingly; 
And it is pleasing unto me that they should not be used, only in times 
of winter, or of cold, or famine. All grain is ordained for the use of man 
and of beasts, to be the staff of life, not only for man but for the beasts 
of the field, and the fowls of heaven, and all wild animals that run or 
creep on the earth; And these hath God made for the use of man only 
in times of famine and excess of hunger.

-Doctrine and covenants 89



When any environmental issue is 
pursued to its origins, it reveals an 
inescapable truth – that the root 

cause of the crisis is not to be found in 
how men interact with nature, but in 
how they interact with each other –

that, to solve the environmental crisis 
we must solve the problems of 

poverty, racial injustice and war.
-Barry Commoner, 1973

I, the Lord, stretched out the heavens, 
and built the earth, my 

very handiwork; and all things therein 
are mine. And it is my purpose to 

provide for my saints, for all things are 
mine. But it must needs be done in 

mine own way; and behold this is the 
way that I, the Lord, have decreed to 

provide for my saints, that 
the poor shall be exalted, in that the 

rich are made low.
-Doctrine & Covenants 104, 1834

how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice 
for the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace. 

-Pope Francis, 2015

Environmental problems are social and spiritual problems



I am convinced that the Lord is against pollution. . . How we treat him is reflected in how we treat 
others who are his children, and how we treat the elements and other forms of life on this earth, 
which are his... I do not believe that the Lord is pleased with the constant corruption and pollution 
we so willingly endure—not just spiritually, but physically—to achieve some of our goals. I 
personally cannot help but believe that there is a better way. I cannot help but feel that God knows 
how to transform all of these base materials into useful tools without all the choking clouds of dust 
and the stench of pollution in our rivers and streams. He put our resources here, he put us here, and 
he knows what we need. He knows what is here and how to get things done. I do not think that he 
is against energy. I think that he is for all of these things, and wants us to use them in the proper 
way to get around, do his work, and build up his kingdom. But my faith is that there is a better way 
than we now know. He wants us to use the elements—to mold them for our use—but in a different 
way. 

Now should that not be something that you students here at BYU could figure out—with the Lord’s 
help? (And who should be closer to him than you?) We have talked about missions for individuals, 
and we are all aware of the Church mission. In my mind, BYU, as part of the Church, should become 
the pollution-control center of the world—not only spiritually, but physically. I feel that this is 
important. We take the gospel to all the world in a spiritual way; we ought to do it in other ways, 
also.

John H. Groberg 1979, https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/john-h-groberg/your-mission/

https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/john-h-groberg/your-mission/


Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Mathew 22:37-40



Yea, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be denied, and churches 
become defiled and be lifted up in the pride of their hearts…Yea, it shall come in 
a day when there shall be heard of fires, and tempests, and vapors of smoke in 
foreign lands…Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions 

upon the face of the earth…when there shall be many who will say, Do this, or do 
that, and it mattereth not, for the Lord will uphold such at the last day. But wo 
unto such, for they are in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity.

-Mormon 8:28-31

And there shall be mine abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall come forth out of 
all the creations which I have made; and for the space of a thousand years 

the earth shall rest.
Moses 7:64



And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand, and it veiled 
the whole face of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, 

and his angels rejoiced. 
in the Garden of Eden, gave I unto man his agency; And unto thy 

brethren have I said, and also given commandment, that they should love 
one another, and that they should choose me, their Father; but behold, 

they are without affection, and they hate their own blood; 
wherefore Enoch knew, and looked upon their wickedness, and 

their misery, and wept and stretched forth his arms, and his heart swelled 
wide as eternity; and his bowels yearned; and all eternity shook. 

And as Enoch saw this, he had bitterness of soul, and wept over his 
brethren, and said unto the heavens: I will refuse to be comforted; but the 

Lord said unto Enoch: Lift up your heart, and be glad; and look.
Vision of Enoch: Moses 7



Jack Baumgartner https://baumwerkshop.com/product/the-living-tree/

[Our duty is] to accept the world as a sacrament of communion, as a way of 
sharing with God and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble 
conviction that the divine and the human meet in the slightest detail in the 
seamless garment of God’s creation, in the last speck of dust of our planet. 

-Patriarch Bartholomew, 2012

The most extraordinary scientific progress, the most astounding technical feats and 
the most amazing economic growth, unless accompanied by authentic moral and 
social progress, will in the long run go against man.

-Pope Paul VI, 1970

The exploitation of Creation begins where God is forgotten, where matter is 
henceforth only material for us, where we ourselves are the ultimate demand, where 
the whole is merely our property and we consume it for ourselves alone. The misuse 
of Creation begins when we no longer recognize any higher instance than ourselves, 
when we see nothing else but ourselves.

-Pope Benedict, 2008



Since we lack the gift of photosynthesis, we animals are destined by biology to be utterly dependent 
upon the lives of others, the inherently generous, more-than-human persons with whom we share 
the planet.
If we understand the Earth as just a collection of objects, then apples and the land that offers them 
fall outside our circle of moral consideration. We tell ourselves that we can use them however we 
please, because their lives don’t matter. But in a worldview that understands them as persons, their 
lives matter very much. Recognition of personhood does not mean that we don’t consume, but that 
we are accountable for the lives that we take. When we speak of the living world as kin, we also are 
called to act in new ways, so that when we take those lives, we must do it in such a way that brings 
honor to the life that is taken and honor to the ones receiving it.

Robin Wall Kimmerer, 2015

https://www.yesmagazine.org/issue/good-health/2015/11/26/the-honorable-harvest-lessons-from-an-indigenous-tradition-of-giving-thanks/


The most extraordinary scientific progress, the most astounding technical feats and the most amazing 
economic growth, unless accompanied by authentic moral and social progress, will in the long run go 
against man.
Pope Paul VI, 1970 in an address to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

The exploitation of Creation begins where God is forgotten, where matter is henceforth only material for 
us, where we ourselves are the ultimate demand, where the whole is merely our property and we 
consume it for ourselves alone. The misuse of Creation begins when we no longer recognize any higher 
instance than ourselves, when we see nothing else but ourselves.”
Pope Benedict, 2008

The destruction of the human environment is extremely serious, not only because God has entrusted 
the world to us men and women, but because human life is itself a gift which must be defended from 
various forms of debasement. . . Accordingly, our human ability to transform reality must proceed in line 
with God’s original gift of all that is.
Pope Francis, 2015
Therefore, fasting is the conviction and acknowledgment that "the earth, is the Lord's, and all the 
fullness thereof" (Psalm 23.1). It is an affirmation that the material creation is not under our control; it is 
not to be exploited selfishly, but rather to be returned in thanks and restored in an act of communion 
with God. In the final analysis, and beyond people's perception of fasting and asceticism, fasting is 
learning to give, and not simply to give up. It is learning to share and to connect with others and with 
the natural world. It is a way of loving, of moving gradually away from what I want to what God's world 
needs. It is liberation from fear, greed and compulsion. It is regaining a sense of wonder, being filled with 
a sense of goodness, and seeing all things in God, and God in all things.
Patriarch Bartholomew, 2003



• Knowing her grandchildren would inherit the world she left behind, she did 
not work for flourishing in her time only. It was through her actions of 
reciprocity—the give and take with the land—that the original immigrant 
became indigenous. For all of us, becoming indigenous to place means living 
as if your children’s future mattered. To take care of the land as if our lives, 
both material and spiritual, depended on it.
• ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
• In a few decades, the relationship between the environment, resources, and 

conflict may seem almost as obvious as the connection we see today 
between human rights, democracy and peace.
• WANGARI MAATHAI


